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THE TEMPLE

It was unearthed in 1913 during the excavations conducted by
the French (Archaeological) School at Athens. Its foundation
was made of limestone, while the upper parts of walls were

of mudbricks. The external surfaces were coated with a thick
white layer of plaster imitating an isodomic masonry wall in
relief. The temple was divided in a pronaos and cella. There was
no peristyle. The facade of the temple is restored as a building
with a prostasis consisted of four columns, while another two
are restored in front of the pronaos antae. The temple is dated
in the 4th century BC. When Pausanias visited Orchomenos in
the 2nd century AD, the temple was no longer in use.

THE ALTAR

It is an elongated rectangular construction made of limestone
slabs. It is preserved in a height of two blocks. One can still
read the Greek alphabet letters (from A to Y) inscribed on
the foundation blocks. It is a clear indication that the altar
was prefabricated elsewhere and reassembled in front of the
temple. It is dated in the 4th c. BC. The epithet “Mesopolitis’,
namely the goddess whose sanctuary was at the center of
the polis, is mentioned on the 3rd c. BC proxeny decree for
Neokles from Pellana.
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HISTORICAL CHART

The mythical founder of the city was Orchomenos, son of the
king Lycaon of Arcadia. In Linear B script, the name Orchomenos
appearsinthe type Eko-me-no A § T I =Coming.In Homer’s
"catalogue of the ships’, the “rich in flocks” Orchomenos is counted
among the cities that took part in the Trojan War under the king of
Tegea Agapenor.

During the First and Second Messenian Wars (8-7th century BC)
Orchomenos is the seat of the kings of Arcadia. In the Persian
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Wars, Orchomenos participates with 120 soldiers in the battle of
Thermopylae and with 600 in Plataea. During the Peloponnesian
War, (circa 418 BC), the polis is besieged by the Athenians and
their allies.

In the second half of the 4th and early 3rd century. BC a large
building program takes place. It includes the construction of new
fortifications, and of the menuments in the Agora, the temple
of Artemis Mesopolitis and the theater. During the 3rd century
B.C. Orchomenus, due ta its significant military strength and key
geographical position, plays an important role in the political
and military conflicts of this turbulent period. It is a long period
of antagonism between the Achaean League, Sparta and the
Kingdom of Macedonia.

The theatre is founded on the bedrock at an altitude of
800m. on the slope of the hill of the acropolis and offers
the visitor an unhindered view of the valley of Kandila. Four
staircases divide the keilon into five kerkides. At the southern
part of the koilon, the drain of the theater is preserved. The
koilon consisted of 40 rows of seats. The theater has one
construction phase, whose completion can be dated in the
late 4th- early 3rd century BC.

The orchestra is semi-circular. A cylindrical altar is preserved
in situ between the two marble thrones. The altar bears
the inscription OMONOIAS (i.e. Concordia). The first row of
official seats of the theatre connect the koilon with the area
of the orchestra. The proedria is made of white marble and
is constituted of imposing seats with a single back and two
arms at each side. A votive inscription is partially preserved
on the backrest of two seats. One can read that the seats of
the proedria were constructed with the expenses of Epigenes’
son, who directed the dramatic contest devoted to Dionysos
(4th-3d c. BC). *

The ancient Agora of Orchomenos as a public space
serving both commercial and political purposes, as well as
religious, was situated in a plateau on the southern slope of
the acropolis. At the Late Classical - Early Hellenistic period
the Agora plateau further developed in an entirely new
monumental scale through the construction of retaining walls,
large stoic bulildings, the temple of Artemis Mesopolitis and
its altar.

NORTH STOA

The largest in length edifice in the archaeological site is the
so-called North Stoa. It held a dominant position in the agora
plateau and constituted its northern boundary. The stoa
faced southwards to the Agora plateau. It was a large building
with an outer Doric and an inner lonic order colonnade. The
stoa is dated in the 4th century B.C. concurrently with the
construction of the defense walls.

EAST STOA (BOULEUTERION)

Located in the eastern edge of the Agora plateau, it is an
elongated, rectangular stoic building. There is only one
entrance located on the west side. In the interior, along the
major axis of the building, developed a colonnade consisted
of twelve unfluted limestone columns. The building had a tiled
roof. It is dated in the late 4th - early 3rd c. BC. The building
has been identified with the bouleuterion of the polis, mainly
due to twelve inscribed bronze sheets - proxenia decrees - of
the 3rd c. BC unearthed in its interior.




